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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

Highlights 
 

 As of 31st August, UNICEF and partners have supported over 162,845 
South Sudanese in Uganda since the influx began in mid-December 
2013, including 99,517 in Adjumani, 16,692 in Arua, 39,054 in 
Kiryandongo and 7,445 in Kampala. 

 In the last month, a total of 7,066 (4,353 boys and 2,713 girls) in and out 
of primary school children in Adjumani District have benefited from 
interventions supported by UNICEF and partners  including sports 
activities and, creating child friendly environment contributing to; 
strengthened social cohesion; peaceful co-existence and to enhanced 
creative thinking among the children and the community. 

 In August, 24 WASH staff from Government of Uganda, UNHCR, 
UNICEF, NGO partners OXFAM, Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Water 
Mission Uganda (WMU) and Action Africa Help International (AAHI) 
participated in a UNICEF training  that facilitated a clear understanding 
of overall humanitarian reform, business practices and introduction to 
best practices in WASH in emergency response and coordination. 

 In Kiryandongo District, a total of 29 children were verified as separated 
children and supported with Rapid Family Tracing and reunification 
(Rapid FTR) at the reception centre.  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Date:  16 September, 2015 
 

Refugees & Asylum Seekers in 
Uganda 

104,221  
# of South Sudanese children affected 
(OPM August 2015)  
 

162,845 
# of affected South Sudanese people 
(OPM August 2015) 
 

140,047 
# affected South Sudanese women & children  
(OPM August 2015) 
 

463,026 
# of refugees and asylum seekers in Uganda 
(UNHCR June 2015) 
 

UNICEF Appeal 2015 

US$ 24.6million funding gap 
UNICEF 2015 appeal is US$36.1million to 
address critical needs for refugees from South 
Sudan, DRC and Burundi and chronic 
vulnerability in Karamoja and other natural 
disasters.  
 
 

 

Situation in Numbers 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    UNICEF’s Response with partners 
 Target 2015 Cumulative 

results (2015) 

Water, sanitation and hygiene promotion (WASH)  
Children and women with access to at least 15litres of clean water/person/day  
 

67,200 39,000 

Education  
School-aged children have access to emergency education and early childhood 
development services  
 

78,600 41,527 

Nutrition and Health  
Children under five years access vitamin A supplementation and deworming. 

317,475 (Vit A), 
217,600 

(Deworming) 

112,361 (Vit 
A) and 284,417 

(Deworming) 

Child Protection  
Number of affected refugee and host community children provided with psycho-
social support. 

29,000 18,832 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The situation in South Sudan remains tense. In August, 2015, there were reports of attacks by armed groups in 
Pageri village located between Juba and Nimule and a recent one in Malakal. Majority of August’s new arrivals 
were received in the last week of August. Majority of the new arrivals are of Madi ethnicity, from the Eastern 
Equatorial State, followed by the Dinka and the Nuer with most of them being women, children and the elderly. 
 

 
 
Office of the Prime Minister has assessed two proposed new settlements of Latodo and Agojo in Adjumani district 
for future settlement. Agojo is the preferred site because it is an old settlement with some facilities and a nearby 
secondary school that requires rehabilitation and has a capacity of for approximately 10,000 people.  UNHCR has 
conducted site planning of the two new proposed sites to host the additional refugees. In Arua, following the 
increase in numbers, a new settlement has been set up to accommodate the new refugees. There are still gaps in 
health, nutrition, education, child protection and WASH services. 
 
In the last week of August and early September, UNICEF conducted a WASH in emergencies training that engaged 
all WASH stakeholders in the influx affected districts and as result all appreciated the current operational system 
and expressed confidence to deliver during humanitarian crises; UNICEF had a better understanding of the cluster 
approach, with a focus on both the commitments as lead agency and the considerable potential for UNICEF to 
contribute to WASH emergency response.  Participants included WASH focal points from Government of Uganda, 
UNHCR, UNICEF, OXFAM, Water Mission Uganda (WMU), Danish Refugee Council (DRC) and Action Africa Help 
International (AAHI).  
 

Humanitarian leadership and coordination  
The Office of the Prime Minister and UNHCR are the lead coordinators in this response. The United Nations 
Country Team meets to allocate complementary functions in responding to the range of needs posed by the influx 
of refugees into Uganda. UNHCR sector coordinators support the efforts led by the Office of the Prime Minister 
(OPM). UNICEF is supporting technically in WASH, nutrition, Child Protection, education and supporting 
harmonisation of approaches and response within UNHCR led coordination mechanisms. The Government of 
Uganda’s refugee policy pivots around integration into Ugandan community development which makes UNICEF’s 
model of engaging directly with district governments highly relevant. UNICEF’s strategic satellite office in 
Adjumani within geographical vicinity to the affected population is functional and technical specialists participate 
in coordination. UNICEF has contributed to the inter-agency appeals for refugees for Burundi, DRC and South 
Sudanese for 2015. 
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Humanitarian Strategy  
The UNICEF humanitarian support to refugees in Uganda is based on inter-agency response planning and a longer 
term refugees and host communities empowerment framework (ReHope). Uganda Government allocates land to 
refugees with the aim of integrating them into local communities and service provision provided by the district 
government. This practice has significant resource implications compared to a policy based on encampment. To 
accommodate South Sudanese refugees, the government-led process, has established a range of humanitarian 
priorities that affect both refugees and host communities in Adjumani, Arua, Kiryandongo and Koboko, and 
proposes a coordinated response to those challenges. Due to the recent increase in new arrivals, Office of the 
Prime Minister has proposed expansion to new settlements of Latodo and Agojo in Ajumani distirct. UNICEF 
support to the districts caters for expansion of the routine social services in health, nutrition, WASH, education 
and child protection to reach both refugees and host communities.  

 
Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
UNICEF response with immediate needs of affected women and children amongst the South Sudanese refugees 
is currently focused on the following interventions; 
 

Health and Nutrition  
UNICEF has supported Mulago National Hospital Mwanamugimu Nutrition Unit to set up therapeutic feeding 
centres (TFC) throughout the hosting districts. The coverage of TFCs in the four refugee hosting districts is 98/137 
(72%). At community level, 2,697 Village Health Teams were equipped with skills on community nutrition, new-
born care and integrated community case management (iCCM). UNICEF with Concern Worldwide continued to 
support capacity strengthening approaches for detection, treatment and prevention of acute malnutrition and 
specific activities include provision of equipment and supplies, training of 240 health workers in the three districts 
health workers on Infant and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) practices, support for mobilization on micronutrient 
supplementation, technical support for implementation of IMAM and promotion of key nutrition health 
messaging. Support continued for monitoring and supervision of nutrition programs and mobilization for 
integrated Child Health Days for nutrition and immunization service delivery. As a result of the above 
programming as well as efforts from other stakeholders, the Global Acute Malnutrition and Severe Acute 
Malnutrition levels have been sustained below the emergency threshold as well documented in the Food Security 
and Nutrition Assessment report. The December 2014 Food Security and Nutrition Assessment (FSNA) revealed 
a decrease in Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) rates in the refugee settlements from 20 per cent in February 2014 
to below emergency thresholds (1.9 - 9.0 per cent) by December 2014. (FSNA report: 
http://www.wfp.org/content/uganda-food-and-nutrition-security-assessment-refugee-settlements-january-
2015 
 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion (WASH)   
UNICEF continued to respond to improving access to the supply of quality water, ensuring satisfactory conditions 
of sanitation and hygiene. UNICEF continued to repair/rehabilitate boreholes at Adjumani, Arua and Kiryandongo 
district with its implementing partners. Support has been provided on building of 210 latrines for persons with 
special needs in Adjumani and Kiryandongo District, and mobilising communities for management of solid waste 
in their neighbourhoods and market areas through community led total sanitation. Interventions focussed on 
building positive knowledge and behaviour amongst the target communities on safe sanitation and hygiene 
practices. Access to water in Kiryandongo for the affected population is reportedly 15.5 litres per person per day 
(UNHCR, August 2015). In Arua acess to water for the affected population is 17.9 litres per person per day.  Three 
hybrid Solarised/Motorised Water Schemes are nearing completion with UNICEF’s support, two are at 
Kiryandongo settlement and one at Siripi, Rhino settlements. In partnership with DRC and LWF, focus on hygiene 
promotion was scaled up. Messages on good sanitation, hand washing with water and soap before eating meals, 
and after use of latrines were disseminated in the three districts.  
 

Child Protection  
To date 22,557 (14,674 Male, 9,507 females) children have been registered at the 40 CFS locations in Arua, 
Adjumani and Kiryandongo District. The Child Protection Information Management System officers are 
supporting case management. Most family separations have been on a voluntary basis meaning family members 

http://www.wfp.org/content/uganda-food-and-nutrition-security-assessment-refugee-settlements-january-2015
http://www.wfp.org/content/uganda-food-and-nutrition-security-assessment-refugee-settlements-january-2015
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decided within themselves to live apart and this accounts for 60 (39 males and 21 females) accomplished 
reunifications with tracing to reunify over 216 children.   Psychosocial support and recreational activities in 40 
Child Friendly Spaces in the three districts hosting refugees have been conducted.  
 

Education in Emergencies 
UNICEF has supported developing, recording and broadcasting radio spot messages with peace building 
messages in Arabic, Madi and Dinka languages on Usalaama FM in Adjumani with the participation of school 
children.  A variety  of sports activities have been organised benefiting a total of  7,066 children (4,353 boys and 
2,713 girls) in and out of primary school in Adjumani in order  to create a friendly environment; strengthen social 
cohesion; peaceful co-existence and to enhance creative thinking among the children. UNICEF has also supported 
the Adjumani district to conduct ‘Go Back to School’ campaigns in five sub-counties with the highest numbers of 
school drop outs to ensure that children, go back, remain and complete the school cycle. Through these 
campaigns the stake holders were able to come up with recommendations on how children can be retained in 
schools until they complete the school cycle. 
 
To date 9,048 (4,671 boys and 4,377 girls) children have been enrolled and are accessing the ECCD Centres. In 
addition, UNICEF with Africa Development Corps (ADC)  have supported  early childhood development  through 
training of 29 Children Management Committee members; eight parental training sessions (412 parents trained); 
35 training sessions with ECD caregivers  that led to the ECD attendance increase of up to a total of 598 children 
in the four government supported centres. In addition, ADC conducted support field visits to the schools, CFS and 
adolescent centres to follow up on peace building activities and the usage of the recreational and sports items. 
The visit established that children are involved in peaceful sports activities with proper utilization of items.  
 
The new facilities (106 classrooms, with offices and stores, 2,120 desks in 24 selected schools of Adjumani, Arua 
and Kiryandongo) that were supported by UNICEF have created a relatively improved standard in the learning 
environment for over 6,360 pupils in those integrated and community schools serving both refugees and host 
community children and also improved the pupil–classroom ratio. UNICEF with World Vision and Africa 
Development Corps (ADC) are addressing causes of conflict within learning spaces and primary schools through 
peacebuilding activities like friendship clubs for increased social cohesion for in-and out-of-school children. 
 

Communications for Development (C4D)  
UNICEF and partners contribute to messaging on breastfeeding, nutrition, immunization, maternal health and 
water, sanitation and hygiene promotion. Community mobilization, communications capacity building amongst 
implementing partners facilitates organized coordination for communications in the settlements. 
 

Media and External Communication  
UNICEF Communications staff visited the refugee affected areas recently to document the stories of refugee 
children and women. Examples of stories published include “South Sudanese flow into Uganda despite peace 

deal” “More South Sudan refugees arrive in North” “Refugees to benefit from OPM and UN self-reliance 
programme” “UNICEF addresses malnutrition among South Sudanese refugee children” ECHO assists south 
Sudanese refugee children” “Child friendly spaces support healing of South Sudan refugee children”, “Safe 
water, good sanitation and hygiene beget a healthy living for South Sudan refugees”. The media recently carried 
stories about the Information on the nutrition situation amongst refugees. ‘UNICEF Campaign against 
Malnutrition in Refugee settlements pays off’ https://youtu.be/pVVlFQGJupc.  
 

Security  
Overall, the security situation in Adjumani, Kiryandongo and Arua districts remains stable. The Uganda Police and 
military have increased their presence throughout the area to make sure law enforcement officials are available 
to address any issues that might arise.  
 
 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/pVVlFQGJupc
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Funding 
UNICEF is grateful to all donors for the contributions that have been carried over from 2014 and grant support 
from ECHO and DFID received so far this year which have made the current response possible. There is still need 
for continued donor support to women and children in this response.  
 

Appeal Sector 

Original 2015 
HAC 

Requirement 
(US$) 

Funds Received 
Against 2015 

HAC (US$) 
Funding gap 

A B 
US$  

% (C/A*100) 
C=A-B 

WASH 8,735,225 1,175,752 7,559,473 87% 

Education 5,292,990 100,000 5,192,990 98% 

Nutrition and Health 17,141,029 688,815 16,452,214 96% 

Child Protection 4,942,596 296,368 4,646,228 94% 

Unallocated balance   400,000     

Sub-Total 36,111,840 2,660,935 33,450,905 93% 

Carry-forward 8,819,697   

Total funding available 11,480,632   

Grand Total 36,111,840 11,480,632 24,631,208 68% 

 

 

Date of the Next Sitrep: 15 October, 2015  
 
UNICEF Uganda web-page:   www.unicef.org/uganda  
UNICEF Uganda Twitter:   www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda  
UNICEF Uganda Facebook:   www.facebook.com/unicefuganda  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Aida Girma  
Representative,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 417 171 010  
Email: agirma@unicef.org 

Grace Ekudu 
Chief, Field Co-ord & Emergency  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 7171 1850  
Email: gekudu@unicef.org 

 
Boiketho Murima 
Emergency Specialist,  
UNICEF Uganda  
Tel: +256 794 701 220 
Email: bmurima@unicef.org 
 

http://www.unicef.org/uganda
http://www.twitter.com/UNICEFUganda
http://www.facebook.com/unicefuganda

